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Cannibalistic behavior in unsocial herbivorous insects and its mechanism
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Abstract: Cannibalism is defined as the fact of killing, folloved by consumption of either all or part of

conspecifics. Cannibalism has many important evolutionary and ecological implications. Several aspects were

reviewed in this paper: factors of cannibalism, benefits and costs from cannibalism, the relationship among

cannibalism, kin recognition and maternal care, and evolutionary force of cannibalism. The significance of

cannibalism is not only in the theory of ecology and evolutionary biology but also in possible application.

Camnibalism may have significant practical importance in pest population suppression if we understand the

ecological, physiological and genetic mechanism of cannibalism in depth one day.
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